Poorly targeted voter
education will impact
participation
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Executive Summary
the new Electoral Act and reviewed INEC
Guidelines for election. Interestingly, with the
new Electoral Act mandating earlier
commencement of elections activities for the
general election, the commencement of
national primary elections along the same
time as campaigns for the governorship
election in Osun has an impact on the political
dynamics in the state and context of the
campaigns for the election.

On July 16, 2022, the electorates in Osun will
again go to the polls to elect the governor who
will run the affairs of the state for the next four
years. The Osun state election is one of the six
off-cycle elections and the last to be
conducted before the Nigeria 2023 general
elections. Being the last off-cycle election
before the general election, the Osun election
is important to the people of Osun state in
electing their Governor and significant in
Nigeria’s electoral process as it provides an
opportunity to assess the preparations of the
Independent National Electoral Commission
(INEC) for the general elections. This will
include the capacity of INEC to efficiently
administer and manage the election. The
2022 Osun governorship election will also be
the second election to be administered with

For the Osun election, the candidates of the
All Progressive Congress (APC); Oyetola
Adegboyega Isiaka and the Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP); Adeleke Adedamola
Nurudeen, will once again be battling for the
office of the Governor after a fierce contest in
2018. The 2018 governorship election was
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states with higher voter registration in the
Continuous voter registration (CVR) exercise
with 360, 625 new registrants in the state as
of the suspension of CVR in the state on
March 30, 2022. The state, like other states in
Nigeria, has also witnessed a decline in voter
turnout with turnout in 2018 at 45% a decline
from the 2014 governorship election at 53.1%
voter turnout. The question, however, is
whether the political parties will focus on
campaigns on issues rather than the trend of
voter inducement by money and gift items. In
the pre-election phase, Yiaga Africa’s
long-term observation is focused on
assessing INECs' preparatory activities
towards the election, the security planning,
activities of election stakeholders, campaigns
and activities of political parties, and voter
education in the state and violence
monitoring.

determined by a rerun election where the
difference in votes between the winning APC
and the then runner up PDP was only 482
votes. The rerun which was marred by
malpractices raised major issues about the
outcome of the election. The 2018 politics is
also informing the political rhetoric of both the
APC and PDP candidates in this election.
However, from the commencement of
political party campaigns on 17 April 2022,
reports from Yiaga Africa Watching the vote
findings indicate that amongst the 15 parties
contesting the election, the campaigns of the
APC, PDP, Accord Party and YPP are more
prominent in the State.
Beyond the politics of the parties, is the role of
women and the near absence of women
candidates in the governorship race, with no
female candidate for the office of the
Governor and only 6 female deputy
governorship candidates. The APC and PDP
have an all-male ticket. In addition, is the role
of prospective voters in Osun states. For the
2018 election, there were 1,682,495 registered
voters for the election. However recent data
from INEC indicates that Osun is one of the

This Pre-Election Observation Report (PREO),
findings are based on reports received from
the Watching the Vote Long term observers
LTOs) deployed in each of the 30 LGAs in
Osun state. The report covers the period from
April 22 to May 26, 2022.
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Key
Observation
Findings
Election Preparatory
Activities by INEC
In this WTV PREO reporting period, WTV Long Term Observers (LTOs)
witnessed and heard of at least one preparatory activity conducted by
INEC in more than two-thirds of the LGAs in the state. The PVC collection
exercise seems to be the most dominant election preparatory activity
that is carried out by INEC in the state. This activity was reported in 27
LGAs (Atakumosa East, Atakumosa West, Ayedaade, Ayedire,
Boluwaduro, Ede North, Ede South, Egbedore, Ejigbo, Ife Central, Ife East,
Ife North, Ife South, Ifedayo, Ifelodun, Ila, Ilesa East, Ilesa West, Irepodun,
Irewole, Isokan, Iwo, Obokun, Ola-Oluwa, Olorunda, Oriade, Orolu and
Osogbo) of the state. However, there were no reports from Boripe and
Odo-Otin LGAs.
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Voter Education
by INEC, NOA and CSOs
WTV LTOs reported that while some voter education initiatives were observed in some
LGAs, there were generally low voter education activities conducted by NOA, across the
state. However, the LTOs reported that there was an increase in the marginalised group’s
targeted voter education by NOA with reports of this engagement received from more
LGAs.
For LGA’s where voter education initiatives were observed, INEC was found to be the
leading institution undertaking those voter education activities, followed by CSOs. Between
April 22 to May 26, 2022, INEC’s voter education activities were reported in: Atakumosa
West, Boluwaduro, Ife Central, Ifedayo, Ifelodun, Ilesa East, Irepodun, Isokan, Ola-Oluwa,
Oriade, Orolu and Osogbo. By CSOs in Atakumosa West, Boripe, Ede North, Ede South,
Ejigbo, Ife Central, Ife North, Ila, Olorunda, Orolu and Osogbo LGA and by NOA in
Boluwaduro, Ife Central and Ifedayo LGA.
Between May 27 to June 2 2022 INEC’s voter information activities were reported in
Boluwaduro, Ede North, Ejigbo, Ife Central, Ife North, Ifedayo, Ifelodun, Ilesa East, Ilesa
West, Irepodun, Irewole, Isokan, Obokun, Oriade and Osogbo, while by CSOs in Atakumosa
West, Ede South, Ejigbo, Ife Central, Ife North, Ila, Ilesa East, Ilesa West, Irepodun, Olorunda,
Orolu and Osogbo LGAs. NOA voter education-related activities were reported in
Boluwaduro, Ife Central & Ilesa East LGAs.
WTV LTOs also reported that there was voter education activity targeted at marginalized
groups (Women, Youth and PWDs) by INEC in Ife Central, Ifelodun, Orolu, Isokan, Ejigbo
Ilesa East and Osogbo LGAs. By NOA in Ife Central, Orolu, Boluwaduro, Ede North, Ede
South, Egbedore, Ife North, Ifedayo, Ilesa East, Irepodu, Irewole, Ola-oIuwa, Olorunda,
Oriade, Osogbo LGAs. And by CSOs in Atakumosa West, Boluwaduro, Ejigbo in the state.

4

Campaign Activities
by Political Party
The majority of political parties have kicked off their campaign by carrying out campaign
activities such as campaign rallies and the use of billboards in the state. This reporting period
also focused on tracking the commencement and visibility of the political parties at the LGA
level. WTV observation findings revealed that apart from Accord, APC, PDP and YPP, there
were little or no visible campaigning activities by the other political parties. Between April 22
to May 26, 2022, the Accord party was seen campaigning either through their posters,
billboards or rallies in 17 LGAs: Atakumosa West, Ede North, Ejigbo, Ife Central, Ife North,
Ifedayo, Ifelodun, Ilesa East, Ilesa West, Irepodun, Isokan, Odo-Otin, Ola-Oluwa, Olorunda,
Oriade, Orolu and Osogbo LGAs and the APC in 10 LGAs: Atakumosa East, Ayedire,
Boluwaduro, Ife East, Ifelodun, Ila, Ilesa East, Irewole, Iwo and Obokun LGAs. The PDP was
also seen campaigning in these 10 LGAs: Atakumosa East, Atakumosa West, Ayedire,
Boluwaduro, Boripe, Ife East, Ifelodun, Ila, Ilesa East and Obokun while the YPP in 7 LGAs: Ede
North, Ejigbo, Ife Central, Ilesa West, Irepodun, Orolu and Osogbo LGAs.
Between May 27 to June 2, 2022, Accord party was seen campaigning in Ede North, Ede South,
Ejigbo, Ife Central, Ife North, Ifedayo, Ifelodun, Ilesa East, Ilesa West, Irepodun, Obokun,
Ola-Oluwa, Olorunda, Oriade, Orolu and Osogbo LGAs and the APC in Atakumosa East,
- Central,
Atakumosa West, Ayedaade, Boluwaduro, Ede North, Ede South, Egbedore, Ejigbo, Ife
Ife East, Ife North, Ife South, Ifedayo, Ifelodun, Ila, Ilesa East, Ilesa West, Irepodun, Irewole,
Isokan, Obokun, Odo-Odtin, Ola-Oluwa, Olorunda, Oriade, Orolu and Osogbo LGAs. The PDP
was also seen campaigning in Atakumosa East, Atakumosa West, Boluwaduro, Ede North,
Ede South, Egbedore, Ejigbo, Ife Central, Ife East, Ife North, Ife South, Ifedayo, Ifelodun, Ila,
Ilesa East, Ilesa West, Irepodun, Irewole, Isokan, Obokun, Odo-Odtin, Ola-Oluwa, Olorunda,
Oriade, Orolu and Osogbo while the YPP in Ede North, Ejigbo, Ife Central, Ifedayo, Ifelodun,
Irepodun, Ola-Oluwa, Orolu and Osogbo LGA
.
Worthy of note is that across the period, campaign posters of candidates of political parties
other than the Accord, APC, PDP and YPP, were seen in Ede North, Ede South, Ejigbo, Ife
Central, Ife North, Ila, Ifelodun, Ilesa East, Ilesa West, Irepodun, Orolu and Osogbo. -

APC was seen
campaigning in
Atakumosa East,
Ayedire, Boluwaduro,
Ife East, Ifelodun, Ila,
Ilesa East, Irewole, Iwo
and Obokun LGAs.

-

PDP was seen
campaigning in
Atakumosa East,
Atakumosa West,
Ayedire, Boluwaduro,
Boripe, Ife East,
Ifelodun, Ila, Ilesa East
and Obokun
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Indicators of
Voter Inducement and
Electoral Offences

-

The WTV project also tracked voter inducement in the form
of distribution of money and gift items to voters and the
purchase of PVCs in Atakumosa West LGA. WTV LTOs
witnessed and heard of the distribution of money and food
items by candidates or their supporters while campaigning
in Boluwaduro, Ejigbo, Ife North, Ifedayo, Ilesa East, Ilesa
West Irepodun, Isokan, Odon-Otin and Orolu LGAs. The
politicians distributed food items like rice, beans, gari, and
semolina; and money ranging between N2,000 and N5,000
per voter.

WTV LTOs witnessed and heard of the
distribution of money and food items by
candidates or their supporters
Reported LGAs
No Activity
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IFE NORTH
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ISOKAN
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Attacks by
Political Thugs
and Cult Groups Likely
to Threaten Peaceful
Election
WTV LTOs tracked and reported activities
that could affect the planning of the election
and the peaceful conduct of the election in
Osun state. Some of the activities reported
are violent physical attacks during political
party meetings or campaigns and vandalism
of properties belonging to party supporters.
The project specifically received reports of
political thugs attacking PDP party leaders
while holding a meeting on May 7, 2022, in
Ede South LGA; and APC supporters being
attacked after a rally in Gbongan, Ayedaade
LGA, On May 23, 2022. The WTV also
noted an increase in the activities of cult
groups in some LGAs. Reports of politicians
engaging the services of cult groups during
rallies or campaign trails were received from
Ilesa West LGA. Other early warning signs of
electoral violence recorded were vandalism or
the destruction of billboards belonging to
political party opponents. This was majorly
recorded in Ilesa West LGA, Ward 1, Itakogun
street on On May 10, 2022.
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Key
Recommendations
Independent National
Electoral Commission (INEC)
INEC should sustain voter education engagements across the state. In
addition, collaborate with NOA, CSOs, and other relevant stakeholders to
intensify voter education engagements across the state.
INEC should endeavour to commence or continue the PVCs collection
exercise in Boripe and Odo-Otin LGA.

-

-

INEC should leverage available partnerships and invest in popularizing the new
polling units in the state and the planned deployment of the Bimodal Voter
Accreditation System (BVAS).
INEC should ensure proper coordination with the security agencies, especially
in addressing the security concerns in the state.

Security Agencies
As security is indispensable in the conduct of free, fair and credible elections,
we recommend early planning and coordination to meet the security
challenges in Osun State.
Security agencies should employ preventive measures to neutralize existing
security threats, especially the engagement of cultist and cult groups in the
state, to enable citizens to participate freely throughout the election cycle.

Political Parties
Political parties should embark on voter education, to encourage voters to
turn up and vote on election day.
Political parties and candidates should desist from the inducement of voters,
and invest in issues-based campaigns.
Political parties should shy away from recruiting violent acts and engaging the
services of the cult groups, as they engage in the electoral process.
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Media
As an essential instrument for promoting social, cultural, and political
objectives, media organizations should use their platforms to educate citizens
on how to exercise their democratic right to increase citizens participation.
Media organizations should ensure all political parties and candidates are
given adequate media exposure and visibility.
-

Methodology
Yiaga Africa Watching the Vote recruited, trained and deployed 31 long-term
citizen observers (LTOs) and deployed them across the 30 LGAs of Osun State to
systematically observe the pre-election environment in their various local
governments. The observation also includes monitoring early warning signs ofelectoral violence that may influence the outcome of the election in the State. The
observers are equipped with a checklist to record the relevant information and
provide verifiable findings of the pre-election happening in their various LGAs. The
LTOs send reports of their observation bi-weekly on a standard set of questions at
the local government level, while the others serve as mobile observers within the
state and they report critical incidents only. All the 31 LTOs were recruited from
their LGAs of residence, where they are expected to monitor all the electoral
activities: voter education and information, political campaign activities, activities
of marginalised groups (youth, women and PWDs), election-related violence and
critical incidents all around the clock. Additionally, they track activities of electoral
stakeholders like; INEC, political parties, NOA, CSOs, as well as women, youths and
PWDs.
All findings from the LTOs are transmitted to the WTV data centre via coded SMS
and are thereafter analysed and reported periodically. Yiaga Africa PREO findings
are obtained from the entire LGAs within the state and not from a representative of
the entire state, thus providing an indication of emerging trends during the
pre-election period. Unlike the WTV election-day observation methodology that
relies on sample-based observation, Yiaga Africa’s WTV PREO uses a more
traditional approach that investigates the activities in LGAs of Osun State.
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