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Executive Summary
June 18, 2022, Ekiti governorship election will
be the second governorship election where
the Bimodal Voter Accreditation System
(BVAS) will be deployed for the accreditation
of voters. The BVAS has been deployed for the
accreditation of voters in the Isoko-South 1
State Constituency bye-election in Delta State
in September 2021. The BVAS was also
deployed in the November 2021 Anambra
governorship election, the February 2022 FCT
Area Council Election and in the March 2022
bye-elections in Ondo, Cross Rivers, Jos and
Imo States. While the BVAS achieved
reasonable success in the bye-elections, their
deployment in statewide elections like the
Anambra governorship election and the FCT
area council election was marred with
widespread reports of the BVAS not
functioning adequately and experiencing
other challenges which led to the extension of
voting time on election day. The Ekiti election
presents another opportunity for the
assessment of the functionality of the BVAS
and the capacity of INEC to resolve all
challenges observed with the BVAS
deployment in Anambra and FCT. This is
particularly important because the new
Electoral Act in section 47(2)(3), makes it
mandatory for the deployment of the
technological device for accreditation of
voters with a requirement to suspend the
election in a polling unit where the device fails
to accredit voters and to continue the process
within 24 hours if the results from the polling
unit will substantially affect the final result of
the election. The BVAS now plays a central
role in safeguarding elections and in
guaranteeing that technical glitches do not
disenfranchise every eligible voter who turns
out to vote.
Accordingly, the Independent National
Electoral Commission (INEC) is responsible
for ensuring that the BVAS functions optimally

in the Ekiti state election. This will need INECs
commitment to ensuring the mock voter
accreditation
exercise
to
test
the
effectiveness of the BVAS is conducted ahead
of the Ekiti election as stated during the
quarterly stakeholders meeting held on May
11, 2022. Beyond the issues on the BVAS
deployment, the Ekiti election will also serve
as a test to assess INECs capacity to manage
the perennial logistical challenges observed in
previous elections and its ability to inspire
confidence in the process.
The findings indicate ongoing preparatory
activities by INEC and compliance with the
Election schedule of activities. For instance,
the official publication of voters register in all
16 LGAs from 19 May 2022, while the final
candidate list was published in the capital and
2 other LGAs. According to the final list of
registered voters as released by INEC to
Political Parties in Ekiti on May 18, 2022,
988,923 registered voters are eligible to
participate in the election of these 720,724
have collected their permanent voters cards
as of May 18, 2022. A further breakdown of
registered voters by demography revealed
that 502,906 (51%) are females and 486,017
(49%) are males. The Youths (18-34)
constitutes 38.56% of the total voters.
Political party campaigns were observed
across the state with more reports of voter
inducement received. This is closely related to
the increasing adoption of door-to-door
campaigns making it easier for direct voter
inducement.
This is the third Pre-Election Observation
Report (PREO), with findings based on reports
received from the Watching the Vote Long
term observers LTOs) deployed in each of the
16 LGAs in Ekiti state.
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Key Observation
Findings
1 Election Preparatory Activities by INEC
Yiaga Africa WTV LTOs have continued to observe election
preparatory activities undertaken by INEC across the 16 Local
Government Areas (LGA) of Ekiti state, including the
collection of Permanent Voters Card (PVC) during this
reporting period. INEC preparatory activities were
reportedly observed in all the 16 LGAs. A visit to all the
INEC LGA offices showed that the commission had
distributed non-sensitive materials like the voting cubicles
and ballot boxes, these were seen at the LGA offices. While
the CVR exercise was suspended on March 22nd, 2022, in
the state, PVC collection is ongoing across the LGAs as
observed by the WTV LTOs. In this reporting period, PVC
collection was observed in all the 16 LGAs and the turnout was quite
impressive.
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In addition, based on the Election Schedule and Schedule of Activities, the publication of the
official register of voters for the election was reported in all LGAs while the publication of the
final list of candidates by INEC was reported in only three LGA, Ado Ekiti, Ekiti East and
Ilejemeje LGAs.

2 Voter Information/Education
Voter information/education is necessary to ensure that all eligible voters across age, sex,
occupation and disability are duly informed of their role as voters and educated on the electoral
process, especially the voting system, the value of the vote and the potential for positive
change. In the delivery of this responsibility, INEC, National Orientation Agency (NOA) and the
Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) are some of the stakeholders who are actively engaged in
voter education. In Ekiti state, the WTV LTOs observed and reported visible voter
education/information by INEC, NOA and some CSOs. The majority of the voter education
observed was through the medium of workshops, voter sensitization programs, posters, social
media, jingles, and TV and radio programs. Most of the content for the voter
education/information was on the aspect of PVC collection, the voting process on election day
and messages on the peaceful and violence-free election. Notable churches were also
observed encouraging their congregation to effectively participate in the electoral process and
to shun violence. The findings also indicated that there were specific voter
information/education messages targeted at women, youth and Person Living with Disabilities
(PWD) as observed across all the 16 LGAs.
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3 Political Party Rallies/Campaigns
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The WTV LTOs observed ongoing
campaigns by candidates and
political parties in their respective
LGAs. The report however indicates a
growing trend of “door-to-door”
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to be a positive introduction to
campaigns in the state, the downside,
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strategy to direct voter inducement
and less issue-based campaigns. Other
forms of campaigns observed were
through media adverts and jingles, a
few political party campaign rallies
and meetings. Communication materials like campaign posters were also observed across
the LGA’s. The frequency and spread of campaigns are most times possible indications of
popular parties in the election and the major contenders for the respective elective seat.
Accordingly, WTV LTOs reported higher levels of political campaigns by the APC, PDP and
SDP across the 16 LGAs when compared with the other political parties. Amongst the 16
political parties contesting in the June 18, 2022 Governorship election, these three parties
in the three reporting periods have remained consistent in dominating political campaigns
in the State. The Accord party and ADC are also parties gaining some popularity in the
state, the flag bearers had decamped from the APC to pick the tickets for the respective
parties. The Accord Party for instance has remained visible in this campaign period
although reports from the LTOs indicated that campaigns by the Accord Party were not
observed in Ado Ekiti, Efon, Ikole, Ilejemeje, Moba and Oye. While campaigns by the ADC
were observed in Ekiti West, Ilejemeje, Irepodun/Ifelodun, Moba and Oye LGAs. Beyond
these four political parties, campaigns by other political parties were not observed in Efon,
Ijero and Irepodun/Ifelodun LGA during this reporting period. With respect to candidate
campaign posters, the finding indicates that Accord party posters were not seen in Ado
Ekiti, Efon, Irepodun/Ifelodun, Moba and Oye while APC, PDP and SDP candidate posters
were seen in all the 16 LGAs of the state. WTV findings also revealed the visibility of
posters associated with APC and PDP in all the LGAs, Accord party, was not visible in 10
LGAs while that of YPP was not visible in 17 LGAs.
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4 Voter Inducement

There has been an increase in the reported incidents of voter inducements
in this reporting period when compared to the second reporting period
where only two LGAs had reported the case of voter inducement. This
is not a new revelation as the election approaches in the state
judging from the experience during the 2018 governorship
election. In this third report, the WTV LTOs reported incidents of
distribution of money/gift items by politicians and supporters
to potential voters in Ado Ekiti, Efon, Ekiti South West, Ekiti
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West, Gbonyin, Ido/Osi, Ijero and Ilejemeje LGA. The trading of Permanent Voter Card (PVC)
for financial gratification was observed in Ekiti West and Ise/Orun LGAs.
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Partisan Government Officials
Under the public service rules (2008 edition), engaging in partisan political activities is
classified as a serious act of misconduct. For public servants desirous of engaging in partisan
activities, the rule requires that such people resign from service before engaging in partisan
politics. Yiaga Africa’s LTOs reported having directly observed or heard of senior civil servants
canvassing for votes for political candidates’ in Ado Ekiti, Gbonyin, Ido/Osi and Moba LGA.

-
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Recommendations
Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC)
1. INEC should ensure the early release of its revised election guidelines to enable
stakeholders’ assessment/review of the guidelines and early voter education by
stakeholders.
2. INEC should ensure the conduct of a mock voter accreditation exercise with the
BVAS before its deployment for the Ekiti governorship election.
- in
3. INEC should increase its voter education/information efforts especially
underserved communities.

National Orientation Agency (NOA)
4. Yiaga Africa calls on NOA to continue to intensify activities of voter
education/information and extend their activities to the ward level.

Political Parties
5. Yiaga Africa strongly discourages any form of voter inducement as it undermines
the democratic process, political parties are called on to engage in issues-based
campaigns and shun any form of luring voters with unsustainable gifts that would
not lead to the economic development of the state.
6. We urge candidates and parties to refrain from using incendiary language, to
maintain a respectful campaign environment and promote a peaceful election.
7.
Citizens
7. Yiaga Africa calls on civil servants and government officials to act with the utmost
professionalism and abstain from mainstream politics.
8. Yiaga Africa calls on all registered voters in Ekiti State who have not collected their
permanent voter cards (PVCs), to use these few weeks to collect their cards as the
collection of PVCs is ongoing in all INEC LGA offices and to vote on election day.

CSOs
9. CSOs should continue to mobilise citizens to participate in the electoral process.
Specifically, they should engage more in targeted campaigns to increase the
participation of women, youth and PWDs.
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Methodology
Yiaga Africa #WatchingTheVote deployed 25 Long-Term Observers (LTOs) to all the 16
Local Government Areas (LGAs) of Ekiti State to gather systematic information about the
pre-election environment, including early warning electoral violence signs. To achieve
this, Yiaga Africa LTOs are equipped with a checklist to observe and report on the
electoral and political environment in the state. All Yiaga Africa WTV LTOs are recruited
from their local government areas of residence to observe the electoral activities relating
to voter education, political campaign activities, activities of marginalised groups (youth,
women, and people living with disabilities) and election-related violence in the
pre-election period. Their reports cover activities of the Independent National Electoral
Commission (INEC), civil society organisations, political parties, the National Orientation
Agency (NOA), and women and youth groups. The observers report on their observation
findings on a bi-weekly basis via coded text messages to a Yiaga Africa WTV Database.
Within reporting timeframes, observers also report on early warning signs and critical
incidents demanding urgent attention as soon as they happen. The reports are compiled
and shared with relevant election stakeholders for the needed response.
Yiaga Africa WTV PREO observation findings are not statistically representative of the
entire state but indicate emerging trends during the pre-election period. Unlike the WTV
Election Day observation methodology, Yiaga Africa does not rely on sample-based
observation to carry out its PREO observation. This report covers the period between April
29 and May 12, 2022. Yiaga Africa, therefore, encourages users of this report to
independently corroborate and respond appropriately to trends identified in this report.
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