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In its efforts to improve the quality and 
integrity of the voter’s register and to give the 
public the opportunity to make claims and/or 
objections, INEC displayed the temporary 
register of voters across all the 326 wards in 
Anambra from Tuesday, September 7th to 
Saturday, September 11th.  The commission 
also organized training for its Election 
Monitoring & Support Center (EMSC) Amber 
zone implementers from September 16 to 17 
in Awka. The training was conducted with 
support from the European Center for 
Electoral Support (ECES).

As observed and reported in the first 
reporting period, security threats by the 
secessionist group (IPOB) would likely pose a 
challenge for the smooth conduct of the state 
election.  The indiscriminate Monday 
sit-at-home order which started on August 9, 
2021, is gradually being emboldened as it 
was extended to other days of the week; this 
was observed on Tuesday, September 14 and 
Friday, September 17, 2021. Even though the 
sit-at-home was called off on Thursday, 

September 16th, most people in Anambra 
observed the sit- at home on September 17 
for fear of victimization by IPOB or their 
supporters. Beyond the sit-home-order, is 
the worrying reports of attacks on citizens 
and pockets of criminal activities enabled by 
the vulnerable security situation in the state.  
In addition, is the challenge of communal 
conflicts observed in some LGA’s in this 
reporting period. 

Yiaga Africa has a total of 26 Long Term 
Observers (LTOs) deployed in the 21 Local 
Government Areas in Anambra state, to 
observe the activities of the Independent 
National Electoral Commission (INEC), voter 
education and information activities, political 
campaign activities, inclusion of women, 
persons living with disabilities (PWDs) and 
youths, as well as violence monitoring. This 
report is the second pre-election observation 
report to be issued; it reflects the findings 
between September 10th, – 23th, 2021. The 
findings in the report cover the 21 LGAs in 
Anambra state.

Background
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Key Observation 
Findings

The violent enforcement of the 
sit-at-home order by the secessionist 
group/supporters: 

The activities of the Indigenous People of 
Biafra (IPOB) in Anambra State poses a 
serious threat to the smooth preparation of 
the upcoming election. As observed and 
reported in the first reporting period by the 
Watching The Vote (WTV) LTOs, there is a 
continued increase in the activities of the 
secessionist group/supporters across the 
21 LGA. Specifically, in this period, WTV 
observed the addition of 2 days to the 
number of days declared for the “Sit at 
Home” order. Previously, Mondays were 
the only days declared, however, Tuesday 
(September 14 2021) and Friday 
(September 17 2021) were added in the 
last reporting period. Though the 
sit-at-home was called off on Thursday, 
September 16th, most people in Anambra 
observed the sit-at-home on September 
17 for fear of victimization/attacks by 
IPOB or their supporters. 

While enforcing the sit-at-home order, 
properties belonging to citizens were 

destroyed. Reports received on September 
14 revealed that a tricycle (Keke-Napep) 
operator was macheted and his property 
(tricycle) was set ablaze. This incident was 
recorded along Arthur Eze Avenue, Awka 
South LGA. Similarly, on the same date, a 
town service bus, conveying people from 
Awka to Ekwulobia was set ablaze in 
Orumba North LGA. On September 20th, 
2021 commercial tricycle (Keke Napep) 
was burnt down by the secessionist group 
in the Isseke community, in Ihiala LGA.

The sit-at-home order also disrupted the 
ongoing senior secondary school West 
African Examination Council (WAEC), 
English Language Paper across the state. 
Likewise, the commencement of election 
preparatory activities such as the display 
of the temporary voter register for claims 
and objections were also delayed. Other 
election preparatory activities of election 
observer groups such as Yiaga Africa’s 
stakeholders’ advocacy visits were 
affected. Yiaga Africa planned an 
advocacy visit to traditional rulers for 
September 14th, 2021 was aborted due to 
the extension and modification of the “Sit 
at Home” order.

Early Warning Signs and 
Indicators of Elections Violence:
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Status of Election
Administration and Preparations

Fights between communities or 
groups over boundary and leadership 
positions:

During this reporting period, WTV LTOs 
tracked and reported violent conflict 
between different communities over issues 
of boundaries and leadership positions. On 
September 16th, 2021 a violent conflict 

over boundaries erupted between the Ukpo 
community in Dunukofia LGA and the Abba 
community in Njikoka LGA of Anambra 
State. Similarly, an incident of violence in 
the contest for a leadership position in the 
Engugu-Otu community in Anambra East 
LGA that led to the death of the community 
head was reported.

During this second reporting period, WTV 
LTOs witnessed and heard of election 
preparations activities undertaken by INEC 
in all the 21 Local Government Areas 
(LGAs) of Anambra state, just as was 
reported in the first reporting period. In 
particular, the ongoing collection of old 
Permanent Voter Cards (PVCs) was 
observed in all the LGAs of Anambra state 
within the period of this report. INEC 
displayed the temporary register of voters 
across all the 326 wards in Anambra from 
Tuesday, September 7th to Saturday, 
September 11th to enable voters and the 
public to make corrections, claims or 

objections on details/voter records in the 
temporary register.  The commission also 
organized training for its Election 
Monitoring & Support Center (EMSC) 
Amber zone implementers from September 
16 to 17 in Awka.

Furthermore, the INEC Resident Electoral 
Commissioner (REC) in Anambra, Dr. 
Nkwachukwu Orji, on September 16 2021, 
disclosed that the commission had so far 
recruited and mobilised about 25,000 
Adhoc staff to be deployed to the 5,720 
polling units in the state.
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Voter Education/Information 
by INEC, NOA and CSOs 

The conduct of voter education and 
dissemination of information to voters 
about the electoral process is of utmost 
importance. Although voter education in 
the state is still slow-paced especially with 
the security challenges limiting major voter 
education activities, reports were received 
indicating some voter education activities 
by respective institutions. In this reporting 
phase, WTV LTOs monitored and reported 
ongoing voter education campaigns and 
activities by INEC in 12 LGAs (Idemili North, 
Awka North, Awka South, Oyi, Ayamelum, 
Onitsha South, Orumba South, Ihiala, 

Nnewi North, Ogbaru, Ekwusigo and 
Orumba North), by CSOs in 8 LGAs (Idemili 
North, Awka North, Awka South, Onitsha 
South, Orumba South, Ogbaru, and Orumba 
North) and by NOA in 2 LGAs (Awka South 
and Orumba South) of the state. Worthy of 
note is that  WTV observers did not observe 
any form of voter education activity in 9 
LGAs (Idemili South, Njikoka, Anaocha, 
Dunukofia, Anambra East, Anambra West, 
Onitsha North, Aguata and Nnewi South) of 
the 21 LGAs.

Voter education 
activities were 
reported

by INEC

Aguata

Ayamelum

Awka South

Awka North

Njikoka

Idemili
North

Nnewi South

Ihiala

Orumba North

Oyi

Anambra West

Ogbaru 

Anambra East

Ekwusigo

Onitsha
South
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ANAMBRA 
GOVERNORSHIP ELECTION 
CANDIDATE ANALYSIS 

Governorship
Candidate 
Age Group

Political
Parties
Contesting

3 8 7
18 7GOVERNORSHIP

CANDIDATES

NO
FEMALE
GOVERNORSHIP
CANDIDATE FEMALE

DEPUTIES

36 - 45 46 - 55 56 - 65

A, AA, AAC, ADC, ADP, APC, APGA
APM, APP, BP, LP, NNPP, NRM, PDP
PRP, SDP, YPP, ZLP

E l e c t i o n  D a t e :  N o v ,  6 t h  2 0 2 1
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Political Party Campaign Activities
As the election draws nearer, it is expected that political parties will also increase the tempo 
of their activities to canvas for voter support/votes across the 21 LGAs of Anambra state. 
Within this second reporting period, WTV LTOs observed that political campaigns are still 
slow-paced with reports of only a few campaign rallies. There were also campaign 
materials on billboards and posters promoting political party candidates and some 
campaigns on media platforms. Political party activities were mostly peaceful in all the 
LGAs as observed by WTV observers. The findings on political party campaigns reveal that:

There were no public campaigns/rallies by the APC campaign/rallies 
as observed in 12 LGAs (Idemili South, Njikoka, Anaocha, Dunukofia, 
Oyi, Anambra East, Anambra West, Ayemelum, Onitsha North, Ihala, 
Nnewi South and Ekwusigo) and campaign posters were not seen in 
Ihiala LGA;

APGA did not conduct public campaigns/rallies in 9 LGAs (Idemili 
South, Anaocha, Dunukofia, Anambra East, Anambra West, Ayemelum, 
Onitsha North, Nnewi South and Ekwusigo) as observed during the 
reporting period. APGA campaign posters were seen in all 21 LGAs of 
Anambra state;

In the reporting period, the PDP did not conduct public 
campaign/rallies in 11 LGAs (Njikoka, Anaocha, Dunukofia, Oyi, 
Anambra East, Anambra West, Ayemelum, Onitsha North, Ihala, Nnewi 
South and Ekwusigo) and PDP’s campaign posters were not seen in 
Ihiala and Nnewi North LGAs;

There were no YPP public campaign/rallies during the reporting period 
as observed in 11 LGAs (Idemili South, Anaocha, Dunukofia, Oyi, 
Anambra East, Anambra West, Ayemelum, Onitsha North, Ihala, Nnewi 
South and Ekwusigo) and YPP’s campaign posters were not seen in 
Onitsha North and Ihiala LGAs.

Voter Information Campaigns Targeted 
at the Marginalized Communities:

WTV LTOs also monitored and reported 
voter information campaigns targeted at 
women, youth and Persons With Disability 
(PWDs).  Voter information campaigns 
targeted at women by INEC were recorded in 
4 LGAs; Idemili North, Awka South, 
Ayamelum and Ogbaru) and by CSOs and 
NOA in 6 LGAs each. These LGAs are: Awka 
South, Onitsha South, Orumba South, Ihiala, 
Ogbaru and Orumba North and Idemili 
North, Awka South, Onitsha South, Orumba 

South, Nnewi North and Ogbaru; 
respectively. Voter information campaigns 
targeted at youth by INEC were in: Idemili 
North, Awka South, Ayamelum and Ogbaru; 
by CSOs in: Awka South, Onitsha South, 
Orumba South and Ogbaro; and by NOA in: 
Idemili North, Awka South, Onitsha South, 
Orumba South, Nnewi North, Ogbaro and 
Orumba North. For PWDs, INEC conducted 
voted education in: Awka South, Ayamelum 
and Ogbaru LGAs; CSOs in: Awka South, 
Ayamelum and Ogbaru LGA; and NOA in 
Orumba South LGA.
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Women and Youths mobilizing 
and canvassing for votes

WTV LTOs in Awka North, Awka South, Dunukofia, Idemili North, Ogbaru, Onitsha South, 
Orumba North and South LGAs reported that they witnessed youth groups canvassing for 
voters for political parties/candidates, while LTOs in Anaocha, Aguata, Awka South, 
Idemili North and Nnewi North LGAs heard of youth groups canvassing for votes for 
political parties/candidates.

Women and women groups are also engaging the electioneering process in Anambra as 
LTOs in Awka North, Awka South, Ogbaru, Onitsha South and Orumba South LGAs 
witnessed women and women groups canvassing for votes while observers in Anaocha, 
Idemili North, Nnewi North and Orumba North LGAs heard of women and women groups 
canvassing for votes for political parties/candidates.

Voter Inducement

Similar to the previous report, WTV LTOs tracked voter inducement in the form of 
distribution of money and gift items. WTV LTOs reported having witnessed or heard of 
distribution of money and gift items by candidates or their supporters in Idemili North, 
Orumba South, Ogbaru, Ekwusigo, Awka North, Aguata, Nnewi North, and Orumba North.

WTV LTOs witnessed or heard of 
distribution of money or gift items by 
candidates or their supporters

Reported LGAs
No Activity

Aguata

Awka South

Awka North

Idemili
North

Orumba South

Orumba North

Nnewi North

Ogbaru 

Anambra East

Onitsha
South

Ekwusigo
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Stakeholders are also carrying out voter information/sensitization on COVID-19 prevention 
as WTV observers in Awka North, Awka South, Idemili North and Ihiala LGAs, stated that 
they were exposed to information about how to mitigate COVID-19 in the LGAs. Supervisors 
in Awka South, Ayamelum, Njikoka and Ogbaru LGAs heard of information about how to 
stop the spread of COVID-19 in their LGAs.

On stakeholders specific messaging on the prevention of the spread of COVID-19 in the 
electioneering process;

72% of LTOs were exposed to or heard of COVID-19 prevention messaging by the 
NCDC
12% of LTOs were exposed to or heard of COVID-19 prevention messaging by the NOA
36% of LTOs were exposed to or heard of COVID-19 prevention messaging by CSOs
In some of the political party rallies that were observed;
20% of LTOs - 5 in 21 LGAs reported that political parties ensured the use of 
facemasks during their political rally/meetings;
16% of LTOs  - 3 in 21 LGAs reported that political parties provided hand 
sanitisers/soap and water during their rallies/meetings.

Voter Information and Observing 
COVID-19 prevention measures
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Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC)

-

-

Recommendations

-

-

-

INEC should step up its engagements with security agencies, to tackle 
violation of electoral codes (buying and voter inducement) and electoral 
violence indicators.
 
INEC should leverage available partnerships and invest in popularising the 
new polling units in the state and the planned deployment of the Bimodal 
Voter Accreditation System (BVAS).

INEC should intensify voter education and dissemination of information to 
the general public and further collaborate with CSOs and NOA to help 
amplify their voice in all the 21 LGAs in the state. 

Security Agencies
Yiaga Africa understands that security is paramount to the peaceful conduct 
of elections, on this note Yiaga Africa calls on all relevant security agencies 
to take appropriate steps in addressing the rising security challenge in 
Anambra state ahead of the November 6th, election. 

Political Parties
Political party candidates and supporters should shy away from any form of 
physical or verbal attacks to ensure credible and peaceful elections.

Political parties and candidates should desist from the inducement of 
voters, and invest in issues-based campaigns.

Citizens
Old registered voters who are yet to collect their PVC should ensure they go 
out to collect their PVC in the INEC LGA offices across the state and get 
ready to vote with their PVCs.

Voters should refuse any form of inducement by politicians as the election 
approaches. Voters are encouraged to engage political parties and 
candidates based on issues that they care about and only vote for 
parties/candidates who have a clear agenda for the development of the 
state and the people of Anambra.
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Methodology
Yiaga Africa Watching the Vote recruited and trained 26 long-term citizen 
observers (LTOs) and deployed them across the 21 LGAs of Anambra State to 
systematically observe the pre-election environment in their various local 
governments. The observation also includes monitoring of early warning signs of 
electoral violence that may influence the outcome of the election in Anambra 
State. The observers are equipped with a checklist to record the relevant 
information and provide verifiable findings of the pre-election happening in their 
various LGAs. The LTOs send reports of their observations bi-weekly on a 
standard set of questions at the local government level, while the two WTV State 
Focal Persons (SFPs) serve as mobile observers within the state and  they only 
report critical incidents. All 26 LTOs are also recruited from their LGAs of 
residence where they are expected to monitor electoral activities: voter education 
and information, political campaign activities, activities of marginalized groups 
(youth, women and PWDs), election-related violence and critical incidents all 
around the clock. Additionally, they track activities of electoral stakeholders like; 
INEC, political parties, NOA, CSOs, as well as women, youths and PWDs. 

All findings from the LTOs are transmitted to the WTV database via coded SMS 
and are thereafter analyzed and reported periodically. Yiaga Africa PREO findings 
are obtained from the entire LGAs within the state and not from a representative 
of the entire state, thus providing an indication of emerging trends during the 
pre-election period. Unlike the WTV election-day observation methodology that 
relies on sample-based observation, Yiaga Africa's WTV PREO uses a more 
traditional approach that investigates the activities in Anambra State.

-
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 @yiaga 3, Frantz Fanon Street, 17th 
Road, 4th Avenue, Gwarimpa 
Estate, Abuja.

www.yiaga.org
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